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Chairman's Message

Happy Holidays! I’m Tom Bundros, President of Dalton
Utilities and this year I’m serving as your Chairman of the
Board for the Greater Dalton Chamber of Commerce. Since I
began my Chairmanship in October, we have already had
some very exciting things happen.
First, we welcomed over 300 brand new Chamber members
into our family during the Membership Event. You’ll find a list
of those inside, be sure you reach out and welcome those new
members. Their investment in our Chamber and community
helps us accomplish many of the initiatives you see happening
in the Greater Dalton area. So, whether you’re a new member
or a member who’s been a partner for many years, I’d like to
say “Thank You” for your partnership. It takes us all to build
community.

Executive Board of Directors

Tom Bundros, Chairman-Dalton Utilities
Bill Davies, Chairman-Elect-BB&T
Dr. Margaret Venable, Chairman-Elect Designate Dalton State
Mark Krueger, Treasurer-Morehouse Group
Kevin Brunson, Past Chair-FirstBank
Rob Bradham, President & CEO Greater Dalton Chamber
Tommy Boggs, Global Textile Services.Textile Management
John Davis, Affordable Sales & Real Estate
Scott DeLay, Cowan Law Firm
Chuck Dobbins, Dobbins Investments, LLC
Mike Douglas, Douglas Property Services

We also hosted a special welcome party for our new Hispanic
members. Our “Godmudda” Viviana Ramirez and her husband
Juan Carlos were gracious enough to welcome these new
members by hosting an event at their store, Eclectic79. I was
delighted to see the store and to meet so many new faces. I’ve
mentioned before that our young professionals really stepped
up and this was evidenced once again by the attendance at
this event. I loved meeting our future leaders.

Susan Farris, Shaw Industries

If you didn’t attend our annual banquet this year, you truly
missed a treat. Joey Jones, our own local military hero and
current FOX News Contributor (Southeast High School, 2004),
delivered a very inspirational keynote address. Inside please
see our highlights page where we recognized our Small
Business Person of the Year and Chairman’s award winners. I
would also be remiss if I didn’t take the time to thank Kevin
Brunson with FirstBank for his year of service in 2019. You
certainly left some big shoes for me to fill.

Amanda Reed Myers, HealthOne Alliance

Lastly, our feature story is one not to be missed. We are
highlighting the Gratefull event that was held downtown
recently. What a great day of giving back and thankfulness we
all experienced. Whether you volunteered or attended, we
hope Gratefull will become part of your holiday tradition going
forward.

Ali Harp-Project Manager, Economic Development

I’m looking forward to an exciting year!

Stephani Womack-Director, Education Partnership,

Tom Bundros
Dalton Utilities

Mission The Chamber will serve our members by being a catalyst for
economic growth, workforce and leadership development, and quality of life
improvements in our community.
Vision Greater Dalton will be a first choice community to live, work, play,
and do business.
Organizational Priority The Chamber will lead positive community growth.

Mike Gallman, Mohawk Industries
Bryan Griffin, Georgia Power Company
Kevin Harris, ArrowStar, LLC
Deanna Mathis, Dalton Brewing Company
Zab Mendez, (ACE) Access to Capital for Entrepreneurs
John Minor, The Minor Firm
Patty Mooney, Bank OZK
Stuart Nelson, Brown Industries

Staff

Rob Bradham-President & CEO
Carl Campbell-Executive Director, Economic Development
Allyson Coker-Project Manager, Believe Greater Dalton
Kai-Lee Goodman-Executive Assistant
Beth Morrison-Vice President, Member Services
Sarah Murry-Greater Dalton Marketing Director
Judy Sawyer-Vice President, Finance & Administration
Anna-Kate Sisson-Intern
Phyllis Stephens-Chief Operating Officer
Believe Greater Dalton

In the fall of 2018 a member of the Believe
Greater Dalton Community Pride team told us
about Gratefull, a free, city-wide Thanksgiving
event that was founded in 2014 by Causeway, a
nonprofit innovation studio in Chattanooga that
exists to help people solve the city’s toughest
challenges.
At Gratefull strangers and friends are invited to
gather and share a meal in the middle of the
street at one long table. There are no fees, no
expectations, and no agendas; just an open
invitation for all to come. Last November a
group from the Community Pride team
volunteered at Gratefull Chattanooga to get a
feel for what it would be like to plan the event
for Dalton. After a great morning volunteering
in different roles and watching it all come
together, the group knew this was something
Dalton would embrace, and the planning began.
Causeway provides a replication guide for any
city that wants to launch Gratefull in their
community, and this year Dalton became one of
several cities across the country that hosted the
annual event.

A core team of volunteers began working in
early 2019 to plan the inaugural Gratefull
Dalton. Corporate sponsors helped offset the
costs, and donations were secured from over 20
local restaurants to plan the menu. The
Oakwood Café was the “main dish” sponsor
providing the turkey and dressing, and Matt
Barrett, General Manager of Walnut Hill Farm,
helped oversee a virtually seamless event from
start to finish. Hamilton Street was closed
between Crawford and Gordon Streets in front
of Burr Park to create the space for our blocklong table, and we welcomed picture perfect
weather. Over 1,450 people came to enjoy an
incredible meal and fellowship, and a team of
over 275 volunteers helped make it a reality.
Plans are already underway for 2020, and we
can’t wait to see what this event becomes for
our community in the years to come!
For more about Gratefull 2020 contact Allyson
Coker
coker@daltonchamber.org

Membership
Event
2019
Thank you to our team chairs!
ZACK & ANNA ADAMSON
TOMMY BOGGS
TOM BUNDROS
JENNIFER BAXTER
BOB CAPERTON
KASEY CARPENTER
ELICHAI HOENIG & MELANIE SUGGS
MILLER JONES
JUAN MARTINEZ
WILL PRIDGEN
CHRIS SHIFLETT
JUAN CARLOS & VIVIANA RAMIREZ
JOE YARBROUGH

336

NEW
MEMBERS
&
UPGRADES

A very special
thanks to
Godmuddas &
Godfaddas
ANNA ADAMSON
VIVIANA RAMIREZ

BOB CAPERTON
KASEY CARPENTER
AND OUR VERY SPECIAL EVENT SPONSOR

Welcome New Members!

Welcome New Members!

Hispanic Members Welcome Party

Godmudda Viviana Ramirez graciously hosted a welcome party for all of
the new Hispanic chamber members and community at her business
Eclectic 79. Thank you for your hospitality!

This event was also brought to you by the Hispanic Advisory Council.
If you'd like more information on how you can be involved please
email Beth Morrison morrison@daltonchamber.org or call
(706) 712-0949.

Medical Services, Quality of Life
& Education
Quality of life session: “There is so much to do in our
community. I want to be sure that I do my part to stay informed and inform
others so that they can be involved and support our community more.”

The class enjoyed tours of the health department, hospital, the new Anna
Shaw Children’s Institute and Ross Woods Adult Day Services as part of
their session. They also heard from officials with the health department,
Hamilton Medical Center, and the Northwest Georgia Healthcare Partnership.
Thethanks
Leadership
began their
year with a kick-off retreat on August 14 at
Many
to the Dalton-Whitfield
session chair Jeff Class
Myers,ofto2020
the speakers,
and tour
guides for a great day. Walnut Hill Farm. Meet the members of this year's class.
The class made presentations on the community’s quality of life on
recreation, downtown, community pride, poverty and basic needs. They
discussed the meaning of quality of life and the reasons to live in Whitfield
County. Special thanks to Mitch Sanford for serving as session chair.
For the education session, a big shout out goes to facilitators
Dr. Audrey Williams and Richard Knox and our session chairs
Dr. Margaret Venable, Dr. Heidi Popham, Dr. Judy Gilreath and
Don Amonett. The day was packed with speakers and information about
education, and their homework assignment was unique. The class had the
opportunity to interview a teacher or administrator and take a tour of their
respective school, and then they shared their experience with the class.
Medical services session: “I really enjoyed hearing and seeing the
advancements in our healthcare system and our community. We should
take pride in our community and praise those who have been and continue
to be forward thinking.”

Education session: “The portion of the session that I enjoyed the most
was the direct contact with key people in key roles, and the information
about what level children need to be on at certain ages to stay ahead of
the curve.”

It's not too late to join these fabulous sponsors! For more
information about the benefits of being a Chamber Program year
sponsor, call Beth Morrison (706) 712-0949

Welcome Kai-Lee!
We would like to introduce you to our newest member of
the Chamber team, Ms. Kai-Lee Goodman, Executive
Assistant. She will greet you with her beautiful smile and
warm personality when you walk through the front
doors of the Chamber. She is currently enrolled at Dalton
State College and will be graduating this May with a
Bachelor of Business Administration Degree in
Management with a concentration in Human Resources
Management. Welcome to the Chamber team and
family! Feel free to reach out to Kai-Lee at
goodman@daltonchamber.org

Advertising in ChamberLink is affordable and effective!
Call Beth Morrison for more information 706-712-0949

Chamber Connections

We'd love to be in the
picture with you!
Join these smiling faces on the second Wednesday of the month for Chamber Connections!
You must RSVP to attend! Digital readers can click here for reservations.

Congratulations Diplomats!
Diplomat of the Month November 2019
What an honor it is to be named Diplomat of the Month for November. I served as a
Chamber Diplomat for many years when I was in private practice. Now that I serve
as an Assistant DA for Whitfield County I have enjoyed reconnecting with the
business community and am grateful to Bert Poston for allowing me to do so. Most
recently I volunteered as a Chairman for the 2019 Membership Event. I've been
involved in the Chamber's membership event ever since it's inception.
In addition to a new job, I have also recently gotten married and built a tiny house.
I'm still a dog mom to Molly and Murphy and enjoy working with other service
organizations in town.

Jennifer Baxter
Whitfield County DA's
Office

Diplomat of the Month December 2019
I am so honored to be chosen as Diplomat of the Month! I'm Purvi with Dos Bros Fresh
Mexican Grill. I have been a Chamber member since Dos Bros opened for business and I
have enjoyed the Diplomat program very much. Being a Diplomat has opened my eyes to
the many different opportunities available in our community.
Recently, I was able to volunteer for the community dinner Gratefull. What an honor to
donate and serve. This year I also participated in the 7th Annual Celebrity Spelling Bee. One
of the most fulfilling things I have also become involved with is Cross Plains Community
Partner. I have employed one of their clients at my store and have enjoyed coaching him
and helping him achieve success. It's been a joy to serve and help make Dalton a better
place.

Purvi Patel
Dos Bros

For more information on becoming a Diplomat,
call Beth Morrison (706) 712-0949

The momentum of the Believe Greater Dalton strategic plan has continued throughout the work of its
second year as each of the six strategies made great strides towards their goals.
The Education Partnership represents six working groups with over 100 volunteers focused on key
impact areas that include kindergarten readiness, early grade reading, middle grade math, high school
graduation, post-secondary enrollment, and post-secondary completion. We presented a baseline report
that includes community-level data provided by the Governor’s Office of Student Achievement, and our
two K12 systems continue to work together in unprecedented collaboration.
The Housing committee is focused on the top recommendation of last year’s housing market study by
working to create a nonprofit real estate development corporation to help meet the urgent need of single
family and multifamily housing in the community. The Downtown committee is working on implementation
of top priorities from the master plan including expanded streetscape, a pavilion at Burr Park to provide
restroom facilities, and improvements of alleyways.
Entrepreneurship is actively incubating businesses in the DIA space downtown and continuing to
formalize their partnership with Dalton State College and program with Wright School of Business
students. We celebrated over 400 people attending our 2nd annual PitchDIA that included a K12
component with Dalton Public Schools that has helped begin a movement of entrepreneurship in the
youth of our community. The Economic Development team continues to focus on industry diversification
and opportunities to assist our housing strategy with multi-family projects as recommended in the
housing study.
Community Pride is still celebrating the success of our inaugural Gratefull event and excited to grow from
the foundation of this first year. Working in collaboration with the CVB, DDDA, Creative Arts Guild, and
the Community Foundation, that team has also made great strides towards launching a community pride
campaign to define and differentiate Dalton as an ideal place to live, work, and play that’s expected to
launch early next year.
We are incredibly grateful for all that have supported the work thus far, and the Co-Chair team is excited
to begin the work of year 3 believing the best is yet to come!

79th Banquet Highlights

Kevin Brunson passes the gavel to
Tom Bundros

William Jarrett,
Small Business Person of the Year

Brandon Cawood receives the
Chairman's Award

Veteran Joey Jones delivers an
inspirational keynote address

Ribbon Cuttings

Ribbon Cuttings

CCC Flavors

Carrigan Preparatory School

Carmen Butticci
500 McGee Drive Suite C
(706) 309-0174

Angela Langley
101 Kids Drive
(706) 712-4778

City Liquor
Harry Patel
1215 N. Glenwood Ave.
(217) 294-2497

Dalton Animal Care (Wizard of Paws)
Chris Stearns
1100 S. Hamilton Street
(706) 278-1113

Dalton Dairy Queen
Robby Staten
273 Cleveland Hwy
(706) 280-5242

Ribbon Cuttings

Ribbon Cuttings

Dug Gap Family Dentistry

Hamilton Medical Center
Bandy Endoscopy Center

Dr. Chelsea Davidson
1405 Dug Gap Road
(706) 278-2272

Jeff Myers
1200 Memorial Drive
(706) 272-6559

Jonathan's House Ministries
Amanda Bartley
904 Josephine Drive
(706) 218-4561

Peach Realty

Waterfall Park

Gail Stanley
224 W. Cuyler Street
(706) 270-0332

Barry Slaymaker
College Drive
(706) 279-1380

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
UPDATE

ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT
NEWS

MISSION
The Mission of the
Development Authority is to
facilitate the long-term,
positive economic growth of
the community by
attracting/retaining jobs,
diverse investments, and
growing the tax base.
The Development Authority
represents a public-private
partnership funded by City of
Dalton, Whitfield County, and
Grow Greater Dalton.

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
Kevin Harris (Chair)
Bill Davies (Vice Chair)
Frank Robertson (Secretary)
David Jolly
Bob Kinard
Sara "Skeeter" Pierce
David Renz

STAFF
Carl Campbell (Executive
Director)
Ali Harp (Project Manager)
Anna Kate Sisson (Intern)

Good progress is being made at Old Dixie. The White flyer
building is underway and the company will begin hiring in Q1
2019. When the project was announced in 2018, White Flyer
Targets promised to create 38 jobs and invest $12M in our
community. We are excited to have this addition to Whitfield
County and they have been a delight to work with.
You will also see a new road under construction to the White
Flyer site. Utilities in the road are in place and paving will be
complete no later than mid-January weather permitting. The
JDA received a OneGeorgia grant for the construction of the
road through the Department of Community of Affairs.
The JDA has two parcels of public land we are marketing in
the Old Dixie Park. One tract with capacity to hold up to
75,000 SF and the other will accommodate 200,000 SF that is
now available for sale. The park has 4 sites total and will
ultimately have 3, possibly 4 companies locate in this rail
park.
Whether it be local expansions, site selection for new and
existing industry, tax abatement incentives, infrastructure
grants, or small business or retail assistance, our mission is to
help you find ways to save your company money while adding
jobs and investment to grow our tax base for our local
citizens. If we can be of service to you in any way, do not
hesitate reaching out to us.

OCTOBER SMALL MEMBER MIXER

sponsored by:

Click here to access our calendar of events to find out where we will be next!

NOVEMBER MEMBER MIXER

sponsored by:

DECEMBER MEMBER MIXER

sponsored by:

Click here to access our calendar of events to find out where we will be next!

Mohawk is honored to welcome the following new members:

Carpet & Rug Backing & Supplies
Scott Fletcher
1903 South Hamilton Street
Dalton, GA 30720
(706) 277-1660

Textile Management Associates
Tommy Boggs
1906 S. Hamilton Street
Dalton, GA 30720
(706) 876-1142

JMA Placement
John Allen
1100 E. Walnut Ave. Suite 11
Dalton, GA 30721
(770) 607-7384

Personnel Staffing
Mike Mullins
1011 Abutment Road, Suite 108
Dalton, GA 30721
(762) 209-8220

W.E. Marshall
Joey Frazier
716 E. Morris St.
Dalton, GA 30721
(706) 278-4449

Yates Insurance Agency
Mike Ivkovich
2800 Century Parkway, Suite 300
Atlanta, GA 30345
(404) 633-4321

Today!
Call Beth Morrison for more information
706-712-0949

