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Chairman's Message

Spring feels like it’s here to stay and that’s the time that
families start thinking about vacations. But did you know
that there’s a team of Daltonians who think about travel all
year long? They are our Dalton Area Convention & Visitors
Bureau. Led by Brett Huske, this group researches travel
trends and helps Dalton to be poised for capturing some of
those tourism dollars.
For years, Dalton has been known as “The Carpet Capital of
the World”. As the world leader in flooring, people have
visited our area to furnish their homes and businesses.
Today, Dalton continues to innovate and attracts visitors
from every demographic. There is truly something for
everyone. Please read on for the details about how a new
industry is impacting our community locally and with our
visitors, in our feature story contributed by the CVB.
Also inside you’ll find a Believe Greater Dalton update, tons
of ribbon cuttings and fun photos from our recent
Chamber events. Speaking of fun, I highly encourage you
to participate in our 15th Annual Business Expo which is
just around the corner on May 16th. All of the details on
how you can participate are inside this issue. It’s always a
great day! Be sure to stop by the Brown Industries booth
and say hi to us.
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Sincerely,

Stuart Nelson
Brown Industries

Mission The Chamber will serve our members by being a catalyst for economic growth, workforce and leadership development, and quality of
life improvements in our community. Vision Greater Dalton will be a first choice community to live, work, play, and do business.
Organizational Priority The Chamber will lead positive community growth.

Feeling Crafty by Anthony Luke Edited by Matt Byrum
Affectionately known as “The Carpet Capital of the World,”
for over a hundred years Dalton has produced much of the
world’s floor coverings, but there is much more to Dalton
than carpet, laminate, and wood. Dalton is a unique
destination for visitors of all demographics. From
purchasing carpet to visiting Civil War sites and outdoor
attractions, the city has something for everyone—and our
area benefits from revenue generated by tourists staying in
our hotels, eating in our restaurants, gathering in our
taverns, and shopping in our stores. However, a new
phenomenon has been spreading across the United States
and the state of Georgia that has opened up a new reason
to visit Dalton: locally owned breweries and distilleries.
Though it once was illegal to do so, Northwest Georgia
‘entrepreneurs’ had long produced spirits and
brews, facing fines and jail time as a result. Recent
changes in both Dalton’s and the State of Georgia’s liquor
laws have enabled today’s generation to operate legally.
As a result, local breweries and distilleries have begun to
crop up statewide and are popular places for tourists and
locals alike. In fact, Dalton finds itself in the unique position
of being a pioneer by passing an open container law for
downtown Dalton—one of only twelve jurisdictions in the
country with such a law.
Within the last three years, the city of Dalton has become
home to a legal moonshine distillery and two craft beer
breweries.
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Each of these establishments creates its own local flavor that
is attractive to the traveling brew tourist. Taking full advantage
of this development, the DCVB has been marketing to the
brewery and distillery enthusiasts, recognizing the importance
of encouraging responsible drinking. The DCVB plans to
continue these efforts this spring and summer, focusing on
weekend live music events, the Downtown Dalton Music
Series, and the annual Beer Fest, which takes place
downtown. But Dalton offers far more than locally made ‘adult
beverages.'
Economic Impact is Growing
The craft brewing industry has an economic impact of over
one billion dollars on the state of Georgia according to the
Brewers Association, and it employs over 10,000 people
statewide. With the establishment of our local distillery and
breweries, Dalton has taken a seat at the table with fork in
hand ready to eat a piece of the brew-berry pie. It’s a smart
move, especially considering who’s drinking craft beer these
days.
Statistically, Millennials are the largest weekly craft brew
consumers in the United States at a whopping 57%;
Generation X is next at 24%, followed by Baby Boomers and
older generations, with a combined 19%. Statistics on
Generation Z are hard to gauge at this time but, according to
early reports Gen Z may be the first demographic in a long
time to prefer wine and spirits to beer. Luckily, we have a
spirits distillery and two breweries right here in Dalton to cater
to a wide range of demographics.

SMART
MARKETING
DRAWS
VISITORS

The DCVB has used several marketing
tools to woo spirits and craft brew
enthusiasts to Dalton, but with the
establishment of two local breweries
and a moonshine distillery, the
organization started using billboards at
exits 333 and 336 on Interstate 75,
which carries nearly 70,000 vehicles
past the Dalton area each day. Thanks
to the city’s new open container law,
once they arrive in town, visitors can
stop at one location, buy a drink, and
walk down the street to the next
location, adding revenue not only to the
breweries and distillery, but also to
restaurants, bars, and retail shops.
Local travelers from other parts of the
region can also enjoy this environment,
particularly when special events or
festivals take place, such as the
Downtown Dalton Summer Music
Series, and the Downtown Dalton Beer
Fest.

LOCAL COMPANIES ARE SEEING SUCCESS
DALTON DISTILLERY
Since Master Distiller Raymond Butler and son

They even offer a gluten-free brand, TazaRay, as

Chuck Butler opened the Dalton Distillery in 2015,

“the best damn whiskey that can’t be called whiskey”

they have successfully marketed their brand among

due to its blend of corn and sunflower seeds.

the larger, more well-known whiskey and bourbon
brands. They began distilling their own whiskey in

Dalton Distillery is located in historic downtown

2016 in honor of the 111th anniversary of the famous

Dalton at 109 East Morris Street and offers tours

Dixie Highway and released the recipe during the

through the facility and a peak into the distilling

Dixie Highway Festival in April 2017. Even the

operation. They also offer free samples of their

alcohol content of the whiskey was set at 111 proof

products and sell bottles of TazaRay and Raymond’s

to reflect the celebration. One of the first ‘regular’

Reserve right there in the distillery. Dalton Distillery is

products the Butlers rolled out was the 100-year old

open Monday through Saturday, 10 a.m.- 5 p.m.

family moonshine recipe, now called Raymond’s
Reserve.

CHEROKEE BREWING AND PIZZA COMPANY
Cherokee Brewing and Pizza Company opened in

Cherokee Brewing & Pizza Company is located at

late 2016 and rolled out their own craft beer in May

207-B West Cuyler Street in downtown Dalton. They

2017. They currently offer five house-brewed craft

are open Monday through Thursday, 11 a.m. to 10

beers and have a variety of other popular craft brews

p.m. and Friday and Saturday until 10:30 p.m.

on tap. With live music on the weekends, Cherokee
is the go-to place for beer enthusiasts. Stewart
Stanley and Oakwood Café owner Kasey Carpenter
jointly own the establishment, and Master Brewer
Barry Johann manages the restaurant and bar.
Cherokee has been successful in appealing to the
craft beer drinking crowd, not just because they have
some great brick oven pizza and craft brews but
because of the warm, inviting atmosphere.
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DALTON BREWING COMPANY
Dalton Brewing Company recently opened their doors and saw one of the most well attended grand openings of a business
in downtown Dalton in years (maybe even decades). The grand opening brought a wide range of age groups downtown,
hanging out, listening to good music, and partaking of the newest local brews northwest Georgia has to offer. Dalton Brewing
will mostly serve as a brewery to distribute their products across the state and region. However, they will be open to the
public Thursday through Saturday, 4:00 p.m. to 8;00 p.m. to serve beer by the glass. They are located at 112 West King
Street in downtown Dalton. They serve six craft brew beers that they market as, “Good Beer, Engineered.” Though they do
not prepare food at the brewery, they are connected with local downtown restaurants to have meals delivered. Though just
starting out, the future looks bright for owners Deanna Grey Mathis, Christopher Brown, Drew Michaels, and Grey Dziuba.

With the development of three great local brewing and distilling
locations, new laws that aid these establishments and special
events that attract visitors, the City of Dalton finds itself as a
pioneer of brews and spirits tourism not just in Georgia but
nationwide. Dalton might be the “Carpet Capital of the World,” but
we are much more than that.
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Chamber Connections

Join these smiling faces on the second Wednesday of the month for Chamber Connections.

featuring:
Mayor Dennis Mock, City of Dalton
Mayor Kenny Gowin, City of Tunnel Hill
Mayor Tom Dickson, City of Varnell
Mayor Ron Shinnick, City of Cohutta
Lynn Laughter, Whitfield County Commission Chair
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Brownfield Sites
(What’s old can be new again)

ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT
NEWS

by Carl Campbell
What’s a brownfield and why is it important? A brownfield is
any site or building that has already been developed that can
be re-purposed and given a new life. The properties may
need some form of cleanup or rehabilitation, but aren’t
necessarily contaminated.
Because Dalton is a highly developed community, properties
for growth and development are hard to come by. Of the few
available spots we have, many are not in the desired location
of the developers. Finding sites that can be re-purposed and
brought back to life can be the answer to growing the greater
Dalton-Whitfield County economy. Brownfield sites have
valuable infrastructure (water, sewer, gas, and electricity) in
place that bring development cost down. They also can
provide the developer with close proximity to workers,
customers, and traffic patterns.
One example of brownfield redevelopment going on in Dalton
now is The Mill at Crown Gardens. The Mill is an apartment
complex that was built in the old Crown Cotton Mill facility.
There are retail offerings coming to The Mill as well, providing
economic growth just north of downtown.
Do you have a brownfield site that may be useful? If you need
help evaluating what can be done there, contact us at the
DWJDA and we will be glad to help you figure it out. We may
be able to connect you with valuable assessment help to find
out what it will take to repurpose your site or building.

The Mission of the
Development Authority is to
facilitate the long-term,
positive economic growth of
the community by
attracting/retaining jobs,
diverse investments, and
growing the tax base.
The Development Authority
represents a public-private
partnership funded by City of
Dalton, Whitfield County, and
Grow Greater Dalton.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kevin Harris (Chair)
Bill Davies (Vice Chair)
Frank Robertson (Secretary)
David Jolly
Bob Kinard
Sara "Skeeter" Pierce
David Renz
STAFF
Carl Campbell
(Executive Director)
Ali Harp
(Project Manager)
Anna Kate Sisson
(Intern)
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Ribbon Cuttings

Dalton Brewing Company
Deanna Mathis
112 W. King Street
(706) 529-5524

Dos Bros
Purvi Patel
100 W. Walnut Ave. Suite #74
(706) 226-2767

Dinner Delivered
Jennifer Weyler
(706) 705-7226

Fast Turtle Tax Corporate Office
Rosa Coker
3359 Blake Drive
844-TURTLE 6

Ribbon Cuttings

Hamilton Physician Group - Neurology
Dr. Juan Gonzalez
1243 Broadrick Drive Suite 3
(706) 275-6121

Prime Lending
Ana Ortiz
708 S. Glenwood Ave. Suite 315
(706) 671-2985

Jackson Hewitt Tax Service
Cyndi Bearden
1283 N. Glenwood Ave.
(404) 254-6000

15th Annual
Business Expo

Digital Readers click here to reserve your booth!

Meet our interns!

Dalton State College Students
Cody Brumbelow and Caroline Wilson
Cody and Caroline have been interviewing some of our members for a new
series called Member Minute. If you haven't had a chance to see the
videos, please "like" our Greater Dalton Chamber of Commerce Facebook
page to check them out. Digital readers click here to find us.
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It’s been five months since the unveiling of the Believe Greater Dalton initiative, and now three months
into the inaugural year of the 5-year plan. Work has officially begun to make Greater Dalton a thriving,
growing and more competitive community.
Allyson Coker assumed the position of Project Manager in February. Coker is a native Daltonian with
roots that run deep in this community, and she will coordinate the daily efforts of all six strategy
working groups and communicate progress.
While exciting work has commenced in all six strategies, two spotlight areas at this point are
Downtown and Entrepreneurship.

Downtown: Believe Greater Dalton and the Downtown Dalton Development Authority have partnered
on a strategic vision and planning process for downtown through the Georgia Downtown Renaissance
Partnership. The public input phase is beginning soon. The community is invited to participate in a
Town Hall Meeting on Monday, April 23rd from 6-8pm at Stage 123 to provide input that will help
create the Downtown Dalton Master Plan.

Entrepreneurship: Dalton’s rich entrepreneurial spirit is flourishing. We have partnered with the Dalton
Innovation Accelerator, an incubator space located in the Landmark Building, that will house
entrepreneurs and services they need to be successful. In addition to the DIA downtown hub,
together with several partners we are launching PitchDIA, a pitch competition for local entrepreneurs.
We have received many outstanding applications and the competition will take place Tuesday, May
15th.
Mark your calendars and plan to be a part of these two upcoming events.
Like Believe Greater Dalton on Facebook and follow us on Instagram to stay up to date!

Highlights from Dalton Day
Special thanks to our sponsors
Premier sponsor Mohawk Industries
Alliant Health Plans
Bank of the Ozarks
City of Dalton
Dalton State College
Dalton Utilities
Dalton-Whitfield Joint Development Authority
Georgia Power Company
Greater Dalton Chamber of Commerce
Hamilton Health Care System, Inc.
Morehouse Group, CPA's
Nichols, Cauley & Associates
Shaw Industries
Whitfield County
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Congratulations Diplomats!
Diplomat of the Month February 2018
I'm a firm believer that SKINCARE IS ESSENTIAL, MAKEUP IS A
CHOICE! That's why I'm so excited to be an Executive Consultant with
the #1 skincare company in North America: Rodan + Fields, and I
want to share information about the amazing skincare products with
as many people as possible.

Jan Suggs
Rodan + Fields

I asked Gary Crews, the City Council Alderman for my area, what he
would recommend as a marketing strategy. He said to be an active
member of the Chamber of Commerce by becoming a Diplomat. The
best advice I could have gotten. Thank you to Gary for the great
advice and to the Chamber for giving me a platform to tell people
about why I love using and talking about Rodan + Fields' wonderful
skincare products.

Diplomat of the Month March 2018
It's all about the people! I've met some awesome new people and I
have had fun getting to know them better. These are just a few of the
reasons I like being a Diplomat for the Greater Dalton Chamber. I
also get to connect with a lot of new businesses and the people that
work there. I really enjoy getting out and serving my business
community.

Lynn Henderson
Modern Woodmen

For more information on becoming a Diplomat, call Beth Morrison (706) 712-0949
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Meet the Emerging Leaders
Meet the Emerging Leaders Institute Class of 2018

Class of 2018
Front Row:
Maria Perez (Shaw Industries), Kristi Watson (Downtown Dalton Development Authority), Amy Messick
(Adhesive Technologies), Christina Byrd (Mohawk Industries), Valeria Perez (Whitfield County), ELI
Program Co- Chair Cheryl Teasley (Atlantic Capital Bank), Maria Casas (Mohawk Industries), Ashlyn
Gilbert (Shaw Industries), Gabby Sellers (Shaw Industries)
Middle Row:
Jodi Wrenn (Shaw Industries), Whitney Marks (Engineered Floors), Reyna Torres (Northwest Georgia
Healthcare Partnership), Brittany Dant (The Minor Firm)
Back Row:
JR Chavez (City of Dalton), ELI Program Co- Chair Kenny Lowery (Hamilton Medical Center), Darren
Fowler (Hamilton Health Care System), Jonathan Marks (Dalton State College), Shannon Amos (Atlantic
Capital Bank), Ozzie Sicairos (Dalton Police Department), David Johnson (Providence Ministries), Alex
Davis (Peacock Alley/Affordable Real Estate), Tyler Saunders (Mohawk Industries), Will Morrow (John
Kiker Company), Ross McAllister (Engineered Floors), Lupe Lazarine (Dalton Parks & Recreation
Department)

Not Pictured: Yulian Paramo (DRT Holdings)
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Member Mixer
Hosted by:

Hosted by:

Hosted by:
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Leadership Dalton-Whitfield
Local & State Government Sessions
Special thanks to session chairs Whitfield County
Commission Chairwoman Lynn Laughter and Dalton
Mayor Dennis Mock for a great day of topics for the local
government session. The topics included an overview of
the local governments, a public works briefing, an update
on the Haig Mill project, and the relationship with Dalton
Utilities. The homework assignment focused on the
economic impact of SPLOST, the project list for the next
SPLOST, and the economic impact of the Dalton
Convention Center. The day concluded with an example of
how the public and private sectors are working together on
quality of life improvements.
While in route to the capital for the state government
session, the charter bus the class was riding in was
involved in an accident. Fortunately no one was hurt, and
a decision was made to cancel the trip. However, the few
that drove to the capital had a great time with our state
legislative delegation; Representatives Kasey Carpenter,
Jason Ridley, and Steve Tarvin and Senator Chuck
Payne.
Comments about the local government session:
• “I enjoyed hearing about the plans for future
parks, information about public works, and the
speakers all provided great knowledge and
avenues for involvement.”
• “The homework assignment about the
convention center was very eye opening!”
• “Thank you for the opportunity to speak with
CEO’s of the governments and the department
heads.”
• “I enjoyed hearing from the folks who do the
job. They enlightened me on many things about
how our city/county government works. I also
enjoyed hearing about all of the good things that
are coming to Dalton – Haig Mill, other parks
and recreation, etc.”
• “I am encouraging others to be aware of local
issues and to vote on those issues is paramount
to Whitfield County and Dalton’s success.”

Mohawk is honored to welcome the following new members:
Alliance Physical Therapy
Haley Baskin
2020 Gunbarrel Road #408
Chattanooga, TN 37421
(423) 238-1127

Dalton Brewing Company
Deanna Mathis
112 W. King St.
Dalton, GA 30720
(706) 529-5524

Dalton Pulmonary Medicine
Sivarama Meduri, M.D.
1421 Ross Drive, Suite 3
Dalton, GA 30720
(706) 226-1300

Dinner Delivered Dalton
Jennifer Weyler
4071 S. Access Road, Suite 108
Chattanooga, TN 37363
(706) 705-7226

DosBros
Purvi Patel
100 W. Walnut Ave., Suite #74
Dalton, GA 30720
(706) 226-2767

Fast Turtle Tax
Rosa Coker
3359 Blake Drive
Dalton, GA 30720
844-TURTLE-6

Goo-Goo Express Wash
Sydney James
1234 N. Glenwood Ave.
Dalton, GA 30721
(706) 671-1500

Liberty National Brandon
Herndon Agency Inc.
Brandon Herndon
2919 E. Walnut Ave.
Dalton, GA 30721
(706) 278-6050

Miller & Martin, PLLC
Jessica Johnson
Suite 1200, Volunteer Bldg.
832 Georgia Ave.
Chattanooga, TN 37402-2289
(800) 275-7303

Nemirow Perez P.C.
Christopher Brown
707 Georgia Ave. Suite 200
Chattanooga, TN 37402
(423) 708-5468

Parrish Construction Group
Jim Fallon
675 Mansell Road
Suite 230
Roswell, GA 30076
(678) 382-0712

Dementia Education & Consulting
Tabitha Johnson
902 West Waugh St.
Dalton, GA 30720
(706) 280-9411

Digital readers
click the listing above to visit the website

Mohawk is honored to welcome the following new members:
PrimeLending
Ana Ortiz
708 S. Glenwood Ave.
Suite 315
Dalton, GA 30721
(706) 671-2985

Pro Health Wellness Center and Spa
Diego Constante
110 North Wall St.
Calhoun, GA 30701
(706) 625-3585

Signarama Chattanooga
Madison Stamey
5345 Ringgold Road
Chattanooga, TN 37412
(423) 622-8079
UniFirst Uniform Corporation
Richard Patterson
103 West Lake Ave.
Rossville, GA 30741
(706) 866-0306

Glenn Shepard Seminars
Cindy Shephard
P. O. Box 2969
Brentwood, TN 37024
(615) 353-7125

Superior Product Solutions
Patty Robertson
2288 Gunbarrel Road
Suite 152-268
Chattanooga, TN 37421
(423) 493-3012

The Mantle
Jesse Charleston Faulknor
433 S Hamilton St.
Dalton, GA 30720
(706) 934-8576

Zion Farms Ministry
John Cooper
P. O. Box 1679
Dalton, GA 30722-1679
(706) 219-2412

Zutilla Pet Clinic, Inc
Star Gregory
3011 East Walnut Ave.
Dalton, GA 30721
(706) 671-1900

Digital readers
click the listing above to visit the website

